Washington Irving traveled to Europe and the Hudson River where he met different people and saw new things that influenced him in his writings.                            

 Irving loved living near the Hudson River. The Hudson River affected Irving so greatly, no other writer was affected by the Hudson like Irving was (Stein 4). Irving was a romantic writer, this is because he loved nature and strong emotions affected in writings(Stein6). Irving traveled the Hudson, his first trip was the year after he was done with school(Sherin 9). Irving was the first to describe the beauty of the Hudson River(Sherin 2). The scenery of the Hudson, the mountains and foothills all had a great impact on his imagination as a boy(Reuben 5).   

After the journey through the Hudson he travled to Montreal. He worked for Mr. Hoffman as a clerk in the law office (Anderson 2). Irving was engaged to be married to Mr. Hoffman’s daughter, but she died when she was seventeen(Reuben 3). The death of his fiance was possibly the greatest unhappiness of Irving’s life(Anderson 4). Mr. Hoffman invited Irving to go with him to Montreal and Quebec (Sherin 10). They travled through the Black River; Irving kept a journal through out the journey, which he recorded the tough times they went through(Stein 5).                                                                     
 After the trip to Montreal and Quebec, Irving’s friends planned a trip to Europe for him. Irving’s health was not good on the sail to Europe, many people did not think he would survive the boat trip(Sherin 8). Irving actually got better; they arrived at Bordeaux, France(Dudley 3). Irving and his friends visited Genoa, and climbed Mount Vesuvius( Sherin6). He met many people while in Europe, like Madame de Stael and Washington Allston(Reuben 15). Irving almost stayed in Trome with Allston and almost became a painter like Allston, but he decided he did not have any artistic talent(Sherin 5).                    As well as traveling to Montreal, Quebec he went to England too. The short story he wrote “The legend of Sleepy Hollow” was influenced by hunting in Sleepy Hollow(Stein 7). Most fo Irving’s stories were pulished in England while he was there (Dudley 2). “Sketch bar” was published in New York and a publisher in England said he would bring it out in book (Dudley 3). The publisher failed to publish the book, but a name named Murray gave Irving a thousand dollars for the copyright(Sherin 12). The book was so popular that Murray paid Irving 500 dollars more(Dudley 12). After “Sketch Book”, “Bracebridge Hall” was published, this book contained stories and sketches of the same characters (Dudley 5).                                       
 Near the later years, before he went back to the US, he went to Spain. Irving always wanted to travel all over Europe, but business reasons restricted him. But after the  “Sketch Book” publication he was free to do what he wanted (Sherin 19 ). Spain was one fo the many places that gave him materials for his literature(Stein 11). Irving visited Spain many times, he was eventually appointed United States minister to Spain. He first went to Spain to gather information for “Life and Voyages of Christopher Columbus”(Sherin 14). The same man Murray paid Irving 15,000 dollars for the English copyright only(Sherin 13). Irving got much credit for his book of Columbus. The book was followed by “Voyages and Companions of Columbus”(Dudley 2).                    
Washingotn Irving travled back and forth from US and countries around the world, he experienced the beauty of the Hudson and his experiences and history of Spain. Irving accomplished many things thorugh out his life.
